Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar

for Jamshedpur, H’ bag writers

B Sridhar

Jamshedpur: Two young
Jharkhand writers, one from
Jamshedpur and another
from Hazaribag have won Sa-
hitva Akademi Yuva Puras-
kar 2022 for their books.

From Jamshedpur, 32-ye-
ar-old assistant professor,
Salge Hansda (32), has been
chosen for her first book, a
Santhali novel titled, ‘Janam
Disom Ujaroj Kana’' (Exploi-
tation of the Motherland).
The book is themed on the ne-
gative impact of the rapid in-
dustrialization and urbani-
sation on the lives of the ag-
rarian tribals.

Daughter of (late) Galu-
ram Hansdah and Sita, Salge
is the youngest of the five sib-
lings and teaches Santhali at
the private SRM Degree Col-
lege in Chalukia.

The other writer, Mihir
Vats from Hazaribag, wonthe
prestigious award for his bo-
ok in English — ‘Tales of Ha-
zaribag’.

Talking to TOI, an elated
Salge said, “The 102-page bo-
ok narrates how the tribal pe-
ople, who are basically an ag-
rarian community, are being
driventosell theirfarmlands
tothe corporates for factories
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and township. Besides, the
book also highlights the pain
of the tribals on being depri-
ved of farming and owners-
hipof land, which they consi-
der it their mother.”

She said the conditions
prevailing in the surroun-
dingof hernative place, Bari-
gora, a peripheral of Telco
area in Jamshedpur, provi-
ded her material to developa
plot for the novel.

‘Automobile, cement and
power factories, besides seve-
ral median industries, have
come up in the surroundings
of Barigora in the past seve-
ral years. The consequence is
agriculture land was taken
away for the industry lan-
downers were relocated, and
the agriculture activity came
toanend,"” Salge said.

Sheadded, “It took metwo

years to complete the book in
2021."

Meanwhile, Vatsa is hard-
ly 23 years old and he was a
former student St Xavier
School, Hazaribag. In his bo-
ok, one of the bestsellers get-
ting appreciations from the
Library of Congress, Was-
hington DC, and Britain's
Darham University, Vasta
describes the natural beauty
of Hazaribag.

Father Rosner, the princi-
pal of the St Xavier, said Vats
has brought laurels for the
school and the state. Current-
ly Vatsa is doing his PHD
from the Delhi University. Af-
ter winning the award, Vatsa
said it would encourage him
to write more books, a jour-
ney likely to start once he
completes the doctoral deg-
ree,




